In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 21 H 32 O 2 , ring A is highly distorted, with a conformation intermediate between 10-sofa and 1,10-half chair; rings B and C have slightly flattened chair conformations. Ring D assumes an unusual 13-envelope conformation, probably induced by the acetoxy substituent. Cohesion of the crystal structure is due only to weak van der Waals interactions.
Related literature
For structure-activity relationships (SAR) of steroids with modified A and D rings as aromatase inhibitors, see: Cepa et al. (2005 Cepa et al. ( , 2008 . For the synthesis and assignment of the absolute configuration, see: Cepa et al. (2008) . For a related structure, see Paixã o et al. (2001) . For reference bond-length data, see: Allen et al. 1987 . For conformational details, see: Duax & Norton (1975 ; Cremer & Pople (1975) ; Altona et al. (1968) .
Experimental
Crystal data aromatase inhibitors (Cepa et al., 2005) , we have recently prepared and evaluated the title compound (Cepa et al., 2008) , the 17-acetyl derivative of a potent aromatase inhibitor previously studied by X-ray diffraction (Paixão et al., 2001) . In order to understand the role of specific D-ring substitution patterns in this inhibition process, its crystal structure was determined by single-crystal X-ray diffractometry.
Apart from the C6-C7 bond length, which is slightly shorter [1.511 (3) (1)°. The structure lacks any strong hydrogen-bond donor; only weak van der Waals interactions can be responsible for the cohesion of the crystal structure.
The title steroid was prepared according to the procedure previously reported (Cepa et al., 2008) , yielding 95% of the pure compound as a white solid. Crystals suitable for X-ray studies were grown by slow evaporation from absolute ethanol. Mp 389-392 K.
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were refined as riding on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.96, 0.97 and 0.98 Å for methyl, methylene and methine hydrogen atoms; U iso (H) = xU eq (C), where x = 1.5 for methyl H atoms and 1.2 for all other H atoms. The absolute configuration was known from the synthetic route. In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, Friedel pairs were merged.
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